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Notably, 2024’s Rank 2 (Harshita Goyal) 
scored 144, a remarkably high essay score 
that surpasses all top-5 essay scores from 
2023. In contrast, 2024’s Rank 1 scored only 
100 in Essay, significantly lower than the 
lowest top-5 essay score of 2023 (117). This 
suggests that in 2024, performance in the 
Essay paper was more uneven – one topper 
excelled exceptionally, while even the rank 1 
topper had a relatively modest essay score.

Essay = Risk-Reward Paper (Volatile ROI) potential game-changer.



The 2023 Rank 4 scored only 83 in GS1 – a noticeable dip – 
yet still secured a high rank overall by compensating in other 
papers (for instance, P. K. Sidharth had an exceptional 
optional score.  Apart from that outlier, other 2023 toppers 
scored around 104–110 in GS1. 2024’s GS1 scores (orange 
line) were a bit more uniform, ranging from high 80s to low 
110s. The top scorer in GS1 among these was actually 2024’s 
Rank 1 (Shakti Dubey) with 112, slightly higher than 2023’s 
top score in GS1. However, ranks 2–5 in 2024 mostly 
scored around the 90s–100s, whereas in 2023 most were 
above 100 except the one dip. This suggests that 2023 
toppers generally performed well in GS1 (aside from one 
anomaly), whereas 2024 toppers had more middle-of-the-
road GS1 scores.

GS1 (History, Society, Geography) = Mid ROI, Less Predictability



We see a gentle downward slope for both years as 
rank increases, indicating that higher-ranked 
candidates tend to have higher GS2 scores 
(unsurprisingly). However, the gap between the 
years is evident at the upper end: the #1–3 ranks of 
2023 outscored their 2024 counterparts in GS2 by a 
few marks each. This could imply that the 2023 
exam’s GS2 was slightly more scoring or that the top 
candidates of 2023 had stronger Polity/IR answers. 
By Rank 5, the difference narrows (115 vs 113). In 
summary, Polity & Governance (GS2) was a high-
scoring section for toppers in both years, but 2023 
saw a higher peak score in this paper

GS2 (Polity & IR) = Stable High-Scorer







In 2023, most top-5 candidates had GS3 marks in the 90s, 
except one standout – Ruhani (AIR 5, 2023) scored 120 in 
GS3, the highest among these ranks, which boosted her total 
significantly In contrast, 2024’s GS3 scores, while all below 
110, were a bit more consistent, clustered between 86 and 108. 
Notably, 2024’s Rank 3 (Dongre Archit) scored 108, the 
highest GS3 in that year’s top five, nearly matching 2023’s 
high. Meanwhile, 2024’s Rank 1 and 2 scored in the high 80s/
low 90s, slightly below their 2023 counterparts (Aditya had 95 
vs Shakti’s 86 in GS3). The graph reflects these differences: the 
orange line (2024) is relatively flatter, whereas the yellow line 
(2023) dips and then spikes at rank 5. This suggests that GS3 
was a challenging paper in both years, typically yielding 
lower marks than other GS papers, but 2023 allowed one top 
candidate to excel exceptionally (120 marks).

GS3 (Economy, Environment, S&T) = Lowest ROI (Low marks, high effort)



The Ethics paper has been a high-scoring section for top 
candidates in both 2023 and 2024. The graph and table show 
that most top-five contenders scored well above 120 in GS4. 
In 2023, four out of the top five achieved 127–143 in Ethics, 
with AIR 1 Aditya scoring 143 – one of the highest Ethics 
marks. In 2024, three of the top five scored in the mid-120s, 
and notably, AIR 4 Margi Chirag scored 128 and AIR 1 
Shakti Dubey scored 141 in Ethics (virtually matching the 
previous year’s topper). The Ethics scores for 2024 are a bit 
more clustered (124–141 range) whereas 2023 had one lower 
score (114 by AIR 5) but also a very high top score. The trend 
line for 2024 (orange) is relatively flat compared to other 
subjects – indicating consistent strong ethics performances for 
ranks 1 through 5 – and even rises slightly at rank 4. 2023’s 
trend (yellow) starts very high at rank 1 then gradually 
declines

GS4 (Ethics) = High ROI (Low effort, High Return)









Lessons for Future UPSC Aspirants (Optional Subjects Insight):
1.PSIR and Anthropology are consistently high-scoring with 

average marks above 270, making them strong choices if prepared 
well.

2.Sociology remains popular but shows slightly more variation—
strong fundamentals and writing skills are key.

3.Focus on test series + answer writing for optional to boost 
performance near the 280–300 range.

4.Don't choose optional based on trends alone—your interest + 
ability to revise + scoring pattern must align.

5.High optional score can compensate for slightly lower GS marks—
ROI is significant.



The interview process is subjective, but top candidates often score very 
well here. In 2023, interview scores for the top five ranged from 175 to 
200, with the topper Aditya achieving a perfect 200/275. In 2024, the 
range was even higher – from 187 up to 210. Notably, 2024’s Rank 4 
(Margi) received 210 marks in the interview, which is exceptionally high 
and above the usual maximum seen in 2023. The graph shows the orange 
line (2024) peaking at rank 4, whereas the yellow line (2023) peaks at 
rank 1 (200) and rank 5 (193). On average, the 2024 toppers’ interview 
scores were a bit higher: four of the five got 190 or above, compared to 
two out of five in 2023. In fact, 2024 saw three candidates break the 
200-mark in interview (ranks 4 and 5 above 200, and rank 1 exactly 
200), whereas 2023 had only one candidate at 200 and others in the 175–
195 range. This suggests that the 2024 board interviews were generous 
to some top performers, which helped boost their finals totals (for 
example, Margi’s stellar interview likely offset her lower GS/Optional 
scores to keep her at AIR 4). On the other hand, 2023’s top cohort had a 
wider spread in interview scores – one candidate (AIR 2) got a 
relatively modest 175, while others were mid-180s to 200.










